Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

CB # 7580 Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7580
Telephone 9199662253

REPORT OF AUTOPSY EXAMINATION

DECEDENT

Document Identifier B200803410

Autopsy Type ME Autopsy

Name Roberta Ann Lindsey Fulghum

Age 45 yrs

Race White

Sex F

AUTHORIZATION

Authorized By Kenneth C. Carter MD Received From Wilson
ENVIRONMENT

Date of Exam 07/31/2008 Time of Exam 9:30
Autopsy Facility Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Persons Present Dr. John Butts, Ms. Tracy
Gurnsey

CERTIFICATION

Cause of Death
Multiple stab wounds to chest and abdomen

The facts stated herein are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Digitally signed by

Samuel Simmons MD 19 September 2008 12:29

John D. Butts MD 21 September 2008 21:50

DIAGNOSES

Decompositional changes, moderate

Multiple stab wounds to chest, abdomen, and left lower extremity
-Penetrating wounds of right ventricle of heart, stomach wall, and left lobe of liver
-Hemopericardium and bilateral hemothoraces
-Penetrating wound of soft tissue and muscle of left thigh with minimal associated hemorrhage

Sharp incised wound of right lateral neck
-Penetrates soft tissue and muscle of neck, with minimal associated hemorrhage

IDENTIFICATION

Body Identified By
Fingerprints

EXTERNAL DESCRIPTION

Length 70 inches

Weight 123 pounds

Body Condition Decomposed
Rigor None

Livor None identified

Hair Light brown, 8" in length
Eyes Decomposed

Teeth Natural in poor condition.

The body is received in a zippered disaster pouch and is that of a well developed, well nourished adult white female
appearing compatible with the reported age. The body is clad in a brown patterned shirt over a white bra and white
shorts with no underwear. There is also a black plastic garbage bag accompanying the body. No valuables or other items
accompany the body. Advanced decompaositional changes are manifested by bloating of the body, green/black skin
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discoloration, marbling, skin slippage, and a foul odor. There are no readily identifiable marks or scars. There is no
evidence of medical therapy. Fingerprint ink is visible on the fingertips of the right hand. There is red toenail polish
present on the toes.

INJURIES
HEAD AND NECK:

On the right lateral neck 9" below the top of the head and 2" to the right of midline is a sharp incised wound which
measures 2 1/2" x 4/10". The wound track subsequently perforates the skin, soft tissue and superficial musculature of
the right neck. Associated injuries consist of a minimal amount of hemorrhage within the soft tissue and muscle.

CHEST AND ABDOMEN:

There are 20 stab wounds on the anterior portion of the chest and abdomen. These stab wounds begin at a point on the
left lower abdomen 28 1/2" below the top of the head and 3 1/2" left of midline, and continue to the right upper chest at
a point 13 1/2" below the top of the head and 4" right of midline. These stab wounds range in size from 1/4" x 1/8" up to
6/10" x 3/10". These stab wounds are individually diagramed on the body diagram accompanying the autopsy report.
Examination of the shirt and bra reveal defects in areas which overlie the majority of these stab wounds. Due to the
decompositional changes in the skin, soft tissue and organs it is difficult ascertain the specific wound track of each
individual stab wound. One wound track perforates the right chest wall between the 3rd and 4th ribs. Four wound
tracks perforate the left chest wall between ribs #3, 4 and 5. Associated injuries consist of 30 ml of bloody fluid in the
pericardial sac, 250 ml of bloody fluid in the right pleural cavity, 450 ml of bloody fluid in the left pleural cavity, and a
small amount of bloody fluid within the peritoneal cavity. Three of these stab wounds penetrate the anterior-inferior
portion of the right ventricle of the heart. One of these stab wounds penetrates the anterior stomach wall. Five of the
these stab wounds penetrate the anterior left lobe of the liver.

LOWER EXTREMITIES:

On the anterior left thigh at a point 35" below the top of the head and 4" left of midline is a stab wound which measures
1/4" x 1/8". Examination of the shorts reveals a defect in the area which overlies this stab wound. The wound track
subsequently perforates the skin, soft tissue and superficial musculature of the left anterior thigh. Associated injuries
consist of minimal hemorrhage within the wound track.

There is a 1/4" in diameter abrasion on the anterior right knee and a 1/2" x 1/4" abrasion on the anterior left knee.

DISPOSITION OF CLOTHING AND PERSONAL EFFECTS

The following items are preserved as evidence
Clothing, scalp hair, pubic hair, blood spot cards and sexual assault kit.

PROCEDURES

Chemistry
Blood from the pleural cavities and liver tissue are submitted for ethanol analysis.

Special Evidence Collection

Sexual assault kit is collected consisting of vaginal swabs, scalp hair, pubic hair, blood spot card, clothing, and black
garbage bag. An additional OCME blood spot card is also retained. All of these items are receipted to Lt. Bissette of the
Wilson County Sheriff's Dept. on 07-31-08 after the case is completed.

INTERNAL EXAMINATION

Body Cavities
The bilateral pleural and peritoneal cavities contain no adhesions. All body organs are present. The internal organs are
in a state of decomposition with collections of oily fluid within the cavities.

Cardiovascular System

Heart Weight 250 grams

The pericardial sac is free of adhesions. The coronary arteries arise normally and follow the usual distribution. No
atherosclerosis is identifiable. The heart is in a semi-solid state. The chambers appear to bear the usual size-position
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relationships. No focal lesions are identified within the myocardium. The aorta and its major branches are intact with
mild proximal atherosclerosis.

Respiratory System

Right Lung Weight 440 grams

Left Lung Weight 270 grams

The upper and lower airways are free of debris and foreign material. The lungs are normally formed. The parenchyma
of both lungs is in a semi-solid state and shows no focal lesions. The pulmonary arteries are free of thrombi or emboli.

Gastrointestinal System
The Gl tract is intact throughout its length and is unremarkable. The appendix is identified. No stomach contents are
identified.

Liver

Liver Weight 940 grams

The liver is in a semi-solid state and no focal lesions are identified within the parenchyma. A gallbladder is identified
and contains approximately 10 ml of red-brown bile and no gallstones.

Spleen
Spleen Weight 60 grams
The spleen is in a semi-solid state. No focal lesions are identified.

Pancreas
The pancreas is in a semi-solid state and no focal lesions are identified.

Urinary
Right Kidney Weight 150 grams
Left Kidney Weight 160 grams

The kidneys are of normal size and shape. The capsules strip with ease from the underlying cortical surfaces. The renal
architecture is intact without focal lesions. The ureters are intact without dilation. No bladder contains no urine.

Reproductive
A uterus is identified and is unremarkable. Bilateral ovaries are identified in a semi-solid state.

Endocrine
The thyroid gland is in a semi-solid state with no focal lesions identified.

Both adrenal glands are soft and otherwise unremarkable.

Neurologic

Brain Weight 1000 grams

The brain is in a semi-solid state without intact architecture. No focal lesions are identified.
Skin

No focal lesions are identified.

Immunologic System
No thymus is identified.

Musculoskeletal System
Grossly unremarkable; no fractures are identified.

MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION

Microscopic Comment
All of the examined tissue sections show severe autolytic changes.

Cardiovascular
Sections of coronary arteries show 50% luminal stenosis of at least one artery.A section of aorta shows at least mild
atherosclerosis.

Respiratory
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Sections of lung show no pathologic diagnosis.

Liver
A section of liver shows no pathologic diagnosis.

Genitourinary
Sections of kidney show no pathologic diagnosis. A section of uterus shows no pathologic diagnosis.

SUMMARY AND INTERPRETATION

Decedent was a 45 year old female, identified by fingerprints per the Wilson Co. Sheriff's Department. She was
reportedly a known prostitute and crack cocaine user. Her body was found in a decomposed state, beside a road near
the guardrail, with a black plastic garbage bag wrapped loosely around her upper body and head.She was last seen
alive two days prior to her body being found.

Significant findings at autopsy include multiple stab wounds to the chest, abdomen, and left lower extremity, as well as
an incised wound to the right lateral neck. Three of the stab wounds to the chest penetrate the right ventricle of the
heart, one penetrates the stomach wall, and five penetrate the left lobe of the liver.

Toxicological analysis of fluid from the pleural cavity reveals an ethanol of 70 mg/dL. Most or all of this ethanol level is
probably due to decompositional changes rather than recent ethanol ingestion.

Cause of death in this case is stab wounds to the chest and abdomen.

DIAGRAMS

1 Adult (front/back)
2. Adult (front/back)
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