Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

CB # 7580 Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7580
Telephone 9199662253

REPORT OF AUTOPSY EXAMINATION

DECEDENT

Document Identifier B200901618

Autopsy Type ME Autopsy

Name Mylin Tierra Bullock

Age 16 yrs

Race Black

Sex F

AUTHORIZATION

Authorized By Kevin G. Greene MD Received From Durham
ENVIRONMENT

Date of Exam 03/22/2009 Time of Exam 12:15
Autopsy Facility Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Persons Present Dr. Greene, Mr. Kevin Gerity, Ms.

Hilary Sheaves, Mr. Bill Holloman and a representative of the Durham Co. Sheriff's Office

CERTIFICATION

Cause of Death
Asphyxia due to strangulation

The facts stated herein are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.
Digitally signed by
Maryanne Gaffney-Kraft DO 13 August 2009 16:52

DIAGNOSES

Strangulation injuries

Scleral hemorrhages and conjunctival petechiae

Periorbital skin petechiae

Foamy edema fluid present within the upper airways and larynx
Blunt force injuries

Linear abrasions of the face, chest and abdomen
Thermal injuries/artifact

IDENTIFICATION

Body Identified By
Papers/ID Tag

EXTERNAL DESCRIPTION

Length 62 inches

Weight 108 pounds

Body Condition Intact

Rigor +1

Livor Anterior

Hair Black

Eyes Brown

Teeth Natural in good condition

The body is that of a well developed petite black female teenager. The body is semi-clad in partially charred underwear
and charred fragments of boxer-like shorts and a bra. Accompanying the body on the right wrist is an elastic

band. Examination of the hands reveals false nails with pink and clear polish; all nails are intact with no foreign body
material present. Ink is present on the bilateral hands. There are no readily identifiable marks or scars. There is no
evidence of medical therapy.
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INJURIES
Strangulation Injuries:

Bilateral scleral hemorrhages and conjunctival petechiae are present. Fine petechiae are present on bilateral periorbital
skin. Foamy edema fluid is present within the upper airways and the larynx.

Blunt Force Injuries:

Linear scrape-type abrasions are present on the bony and soft tissue prominences of the face predominantly involving
the forehead, cheeks, nose and chin, right greater than left. Similar linear scrape-type abrasions are present on the bony
and soft tissue prominences of the chest and abdomen; small focal areas of superficial soft tissue hemorrhage are
present underlying the abrasions of the upper chest.

Thermal Injuries/artifact:

The body is soot covered and shows varying degrees of postmortem thermal injury/artifact ranging from erythema/
redness (face), to leather-like "cooked" skin (neck, back and legs), to charring (right head, neck, upper chest, shoulders/
upper arms, right flank and legs); scattered areas of skin slippage and skin splitting are present. The hair is singed.

DISPOSITION OF CLOTHING AND PERSONAL EFFECTS

The following items are released with the body
None.

The following items are preserved as evidence
Blood spot card, pulled head hair, sexual assault kit, fingerprints, clothing and elastic band; all evidence is turned over
to the Durham County Sheriff's Office.

INTERNAL EXAMINATION

Body Cavities
The bilateral pleural and peritoneal cavities contain no significant fluid or adhesions. All body organs are present.

Cardiovascular System

Heart Weight 250 grams

The pericardial sac is free of significant fluid and adhesions. The coronary arteries arise normally, follow the usual
distribution and are widely patent, without evidence of significant atherosclerosis or thrombosis. The chambers and
valves bear the usual size-position relationships and are unremarkable. The myocardium shows no evidence of acute
infarction, scarring or focal lesion. The aorta and its major branches are intact without significant atherosclerosis.

Respiratory System

Right Lung Weight 350 grams

Left Lung Weight 330 grams

Other than the previously noted thermal changes, examination of the soft tissues of the neck including the strap
muscles reveals no abnormalities. The hyoid bone and laryngeal cartilages are intact. The upper airways and larynx
contain foamy edema fluid. The lower airways are free of debris and foreign material. The lungs are normally formed.
The parenchyma of both lungs is without obvious consolidation or focal lesions. The pulmonary arteries are free of
thrombi or emboli.

Gastrointestinal System
The Gl tract is intact throughout its length and is unremarkable. The appendix is present. The stomach contains brown
fluid admixed with noodle and vegetable-like material.

Liver

Liver Weight 1020 grams

The capsule is intact and the parenchyma is unremarkable without focal lesions. The gallbladder contains a small
amount of bile and the extrahepatic biliary tree is patent.
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Spleen
Spleen Weight 80 grams
The spleen is normally formed; no focal lesions are present.

Pancreas
Normal size, shape and consistency without focal lesions.

Urinary
Right Kidney Weight 110 grams
Left Kidney Weight 100 grams

The kidneys are of normal size and shape. The capsules strip with ease from the underlying smooth cortical surfaces.
The renal architecture is intact without focal lesions. The ureters are intact. The bladder contains no urine.

Reproductive
The external genitalia, vagina, cervix, uterus and bilateral fallopian tubes and ovaries are unremarkable without focal
lesions.

Endocrine
The thyroid and bilateral adrenal glands are grossly unremarkable without focal lesions.

Neurologic

Brain Weight 1250 grams

The leptomeninges are thin, delicate and congested. The cerebral hemispheres are unremarkable. The vasculature at
the base of the brain is intact without significant atherosclerosis. Coronal sections reveal normal architecture without
focal lesions.

Skin
Other than previously noted, unremarkable.

Immunologic System
No significant adenopathy identified.

Musculoskeletal System
Grossly unremarkable; no fractures present.

MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION

Cardiovascular
A section of the heart is unremarkable except for vascular congestion.

Respiratory
Sections of the lungs show vascular congestion and patchy terminal gastric fluid aspiration. Focally increased numbers
of intra-alveolar eosinophils are also present.

Liver
A section of the liver is unremarkable except for vascular congestion.

Genitourinary
A section of kidney is unremarkable except for vascular congestion and early autolysis.

Neurologic
Sections of the brain are unremarkable except for vascular congestion with patchy blood extravasation.

SUMMARY AND INTERPRETATION

The decedent is a 16-year-old black female whose partially burned body was found in the parking area of a nature
preserve.

The significant findings at autopsy are strangulation injuries consisting of bilateral scleral hemorrhages and
conjunctival petechiae, bilateral periorbital skin petechiae and foamy edema fluid present within the upper airways and
larynx. Blunt force injuries consisting of linear scrape-type abrasions of the face, chest and abdomen, and thermal
injuries/artifact are also present.
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Toxicologic analysis of postmortem aortic blood is positive for the presence of caffeine and is negative for

benzodiazepines, carbon monoxide, cocaine, ethanol, opiates, organic acids, organic neutrals, oxymorphone and other
organic bases.

Given the autopsy and investigative findings, it is my opinion the cause of death in this case is asphyxia due to
strangulation.

DIAGRAMS
1. 1 Adult (front/back)
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