Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

CB # 7580 Chapel Hill, NC 27599-7580
Telephone 9199662253

REPORT OF AUTOPSY EXAMINATION

DECEDENT

Document Identifier B200901668
Autopsy Type ME Autopsy

Name John Walter Goldston

Age 78 yrs

Race White

Sex M

AUTHORIZATION

Authorized By Max H. Muse RN Received From

ENVIRONMENT

Date of Exam 03/30/2009 Time of Exam
Autopsy Facility Office of the Chief Medical Examiner Persons Present

CERTIFICATION

Cause of Death
Shotgun wound to the abdomen

The facts stated herein are correct to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Digitally signed by
Thomas B. Clark, Il MD 14 April 2009 07:56

DIAGNOSES

Shotgun wound to the abdomen.
Perforation of the descending aorta.
Perforation of the left iliac vein.
Perforation of the left kidney.
Perforation of the bowel and mesentery.
Fracture of the lumbar spine.
Amputation of the distal right third finger.
Atherosclerosis of the coronary arteries, severe.
Dilated cardiomyopathy.
Atherosclerosis of the descending aorta, severe.
Pulmonary emphysema.
Cerebrovascular atherosclerosis, severe.
Atrophy of the brain.
Fatty change of the liver, mild.
Hypertrophy of the prostate.
Cholelithiasis.
Diverticulosis of the colon.

IDENTIFICATION

Body Identified By
Papers/ID Tag

EXTERNAL DESCRIPTION

Length 69 inches
Weight 203 pounds
Body Condition Intact
Rigor Lysing

Page 1 of 5 F200903018

Ms. Hilary Sheaves

14 April 2009 07:56



Livor Purple - posterior

Hair Gray, male balding
Eyes Blue
Teeth Upper plate, lower natural but many missing

The decedent is received in a body bag. A pair of glasses is present in the bag. There is a tag on the body that says
"Room 209, John Goldston."

The decedent is clothed in a jacket, gold shirt, khaki pants, and shoes. The shirt has a defect that corresponds to an
injury to be described below. All of the clothing is bloody. There is a low transverse abdominal scar. A transmitter is
present attached to the left ankle.

INJURIES

A single shotgun wound is present. The entrance wound is located on the right side of the abdomen and consists of at

least nine discrete wounds over an area measuring approximately 3" x 2", and located 24" from the top of the head and
4" to the right of midline. Stippling is present over an area that measures approximately 8" x 4" surrounding the wound.
In addition, there is evidence of injury on both hands.

The distal portion of the 3rd finger of the right hand has been removed traumatically, most likely by the same shotgun
wound. There is stippling and abrasion produced by filler material over much of the posterior surface of this hand, an
area measuring approximately 6" x 4". There is also stippling and filler material on the posterior surface of the left
hand, an area measuring approximately 4" x 4".

The track of this wound passes backward and to the left. There are two lacerations of the descending aorta. The left iliac
vein has been destroyed. There are at least two perforations of the left kidney. There are multiple perforations of the
bowel and mesentery. There is extensive fracturing of the lumbar spinal column.

A representative selection of pellets is collected from the soft tissue of the left pelvis. Wadding is also retained.

There are two exit wounds on the left side of the back, both located approximately 7" to the left of posterior midline.
One of them is 25" and one 27" from the top of the head.

This injury represents a close range shotgun wound to the abdomen with an intermediate target of the right hand. It
results in extensive damage to abdominal organs and would have been rapidly fatal.

DISPOSITION OF CLOTHING AND PERSONAL EFFECTS

The following items are released with the body
Shoes are released with the body.

The following items are preserved as evidence
The remainder of the clothing is preserved as evidence along with pellets, a blood card and the felt wadding.

PROCEDURES

Radiographs

A radiograph of the right abdomen shows a single pellet at the level of L2-3. There are multiple buckshot-sized pellets in
the left side of the abdomen. The right hand does not have projectiles.

INTERNAL EXAMINATION

Body Cavities
See description of injuries. There is extensive hemorrhage within the abdomen and pelvis.

Cardiovascular System

Heart Weight 480 grams

The coronary arteries arise in the usual locations and are heavily calcified. Severe atherosclerotic disease is present,
with diffuse disease of the right coronary artery ranging from 25-50%, diffuse disease of the left anterior descending
artery ranging from 75-90%, and diffuse disease of the left circumflex artery ranging from 75-95%. Serial sections of
myocardium show that the left ventricle is markedly dilated. There is no evidence of acute nor old infarction. The valves
are normally formed. The descending aorta has severe atherosclerotic disease.

Page 2 of 5 F200903018 14 April 2009 07:56



Respiratory System

Right Lung Weight 400 grams

Left Lung Weight 330 grams

The lungs have emphysematous changes but are otherwise unremarkable.

Gastrointestinal System
The GI system is intact. The stomach contains a small amount of partially digested food. See description of injuries.
There are multiple colonic diverticulae.

Liver

Liver Weight 1300 grams

The liver is of the usual color and consistency. The extrahepatic biliary system is intact. The gallbladder contains liquid
green bile along with multiple stones.

Spleen
Spleen Weight 260 grams
The spleen is normally formed and does not have focal lesions. The splenic artery is tortuous and heavily calcified.

Pancreas
Unremarkable.

Urinary
Right Kidney Weight 150 grams
Left Kidney Weight 160 grams

See description of injuries. The kidneys are otherwise unremarkable.

Reproductive
The prostate is greatly enlarged with multiple bulging fleshy nodules.

Endocrine
The thyroid gland is of the usual size and configuration.

The adrenal glands are unremarkable.

Neurologic

Brain Weight 1150 grams

Severe cerebrovascular disease is present. There is no evidence of injury to the brain. Serial sections of brain show
exvacuo hydrocephalus.

Musculoskeletal System

See description of injuries.
MICROSCOPIC EXAMINATION
Cardiovascular

A section of heart shows extensive fibrosis.

Respiratory
Emphysematous changes are present.

Liver
There is a mild degree of fatty change.

Genitourinary
A section of kidney shows frequent sclerotic glomeruli, foci of chronic inflammation, and fibrosis.

Neurologic
An H&E section of frontal cortex shows amyloid plaques and subpial gloisis. Special stains for dementia are not
performed.
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SUMMARY AND INTERPRETATION
This man was one of eight people shot in a nursing facility.

Autopsy examination shows a single, close-range, shotgun wound to the abdomen that causes extensive vascular
damage as well as perforations of the bowel, mesentery, and left kidney. Two lumbar vertebral bodies are extensively
fractured. Other anatomic findings include severe coronary artery disease with a dilated cardiomyopathy, aortic
atherosclerosis, pulmonary emphysema, hypertrophy of the prostate, cerebrovascular disease, atrophy of the brain, and
fatty change of the liver. A postmortem alcohol determination is negative.

Death is due to a shotgun wound to the abdomen.

DIAGRAMS
1. 1 Adult (front/back)
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