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HANCOCK |
& STEVENS LLP 28 July 2008

Attorneys and Counselors at Law

By Hand Delivery

Honorable Donald W. Stephens

Senior Resident Judge, Tenth Judicial District
10" Floor, Wake County Courthouse

Raleigh, North Carolina 27602

Re:  Order sealing search warrants issued in connection with the investigation
into the death of Nancy Cooper

Dear Judge Stephens:

On behalf of Capitol Broadcasting Company, Incorporated and the News and Observer
Publishing Company we enclose a Motion to Unseal Search Warrants and a memorandum of law in

support of same. :

Because the sealing order in question bears no docket number we are presenting this motion
directly to you rather than filing it with the clerk. '

On Thursday, July 24 | spoke with District Attorney Willoughby, who acknowledged that any
motion to unseal the search warrants issued in connection with the investigation into the death of
Nancy Cooper should be served on him, and that his office would respond to it. Accordingly, we are
serving Mr. Willoughby with copies of the enclosed motion and brief by hand delivery.

In view of the important constitutional issues raised by the enclosed motion and the provisions
of N.C. Gen. Stat. §132-1.4(e) we respectfully request that this motion be accorded priority be set down
for hearing at the earliest opportunity.

g, HANCOCK & STEVENS, LLP

' C: Hon. Colon Willoughby

The Professional Building * 127 W. Hargett Street, Suite 600 * PO. Box 911+ Raleigh, North Carolina 27602-0911
Telephone: [919) 755-0025 * Facsimile: [919) 755-0009 ¢ Website: www.eghs.com



